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1 am Chiled Hassen Duran. 1.appreciate the opportunity to appeac before you today.

1 take this process seriously, and 1 believe that it-is impartant for me to-be here today and
participate in thé procéss. O the advice-of my ¢ounsel, and in consideration of the fact that my

'thmmenhmgmwdylmmdmradmlmm Washington, Lmustrupectmlly decline

tomwmqumdudnsthuhmng ;

There aré however a few thoughts I'd hkemshp:witbyou Phﬂclﬂdemndﬁlatlha\rebem
detaified since 2004, under very difficult Sircymstances, including sorme serious medical
preblems. 1 .am 47 years old and I have been held for nearly 20 yeary without chargeor trial. |
am not and even never have been designated for prosecution. [ ask you each te putyourselves in
my place. When you are.in my position, and have had almost nr contapt with the outside world
far & very long time, it.can be very difficult tofully imagine how to-mave forward and improve
your situation by yourself. A:somemintyouh-uhpmmﬁiﬂimdmhm I choose
to trast my lawyers, and.it is based on theit advice that 1 will not answer any questionis while we
are waiting for Judge Walton to issue rulings in my habeas case. ;

lMMlmmmmwmmmwdmmmw
has-been. Wouldn ‘t you feel thé same way if you were in my place? But | choose to trust you
mdthnyounhqukemhpmmsuiom& mdthatymmllaﬂﬂﬂldlouldnotmmmbe
here.

As you donsider your décision and the nesrly 20 year old hlfonwlpn)iouhlveMmc,plm
'do not misteke my decision mmmmnuhmu:ﬂgwfdoﬂmauhdmiuﬂemwd
the Uniited Stafes. It is not. .

Please understand, too, 1 am m:h-ppywomwhuhuhppmdw me or about being in
Guantanamo. 1t is very frustrating and demoralizing being held for so long whert you have no
jidéa when you will be relessed, and somietimes it boils over. Wouldn't you feel the same way if
mmwmmmuwuwmwmmmmmuunum
day bgsed on allegations from almost tivo decades ago?

Thhnywaudnhﬁhwebmmwhﬂydiﬁeﬁhhmnl Iumhndlimmdcomawrﬁ\
my family; and continug:to be yery worricd aboutthem given the pandgmic ~1 am sure you.can
undérstand this— and [ haven’t been able‘to meet with my la\vyunln,peim betause.of The
pandemic. hmbmwhudmmn

Bmﬂnhétofthcumisﬂnﬂthm:hlveuum-wil]mwu'dmeUnltedSm 1 never have.
But'm here, Andyou're here. We are where'we are right now. We-caiinot go back and change
the past. Butlmnotﬂnmpumlwwhmlmmmm That was a long, long
time ago. 17 years ago. ltwndlﬁhmld‘mform
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All L want is just to move on with my life. | want to be reunited with my wife and my children.
1 have lost so much time with them, and it has been very difficult for everyone. Do you have any
idea what it is like to lose'a parent or g young child, as | have, while you are in prison with no
idea when you will be released? You have no control over what matiers most to you in fife, you
feel helpless. I don’t want to lose the next 20 years, or however much time | have left in my [ife,
to Guantanamo. ] don’t want to die here, inshallah, -

All ] can add is that [ am willing to be transferred anywhere, under any circumstances, where |
can live a quiet life and eventually be reunited with my family. 1 want to get a job and support
them the way I have not been able to for a very long time. | hope your decision will allow me to
have a future beyond Guantanamo.

1 consent to this statement being made public.

Thank you.
G@r{
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